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illustrated. 1893 Excerpt: . . . of Gowers work in the present passage, written, apparently, about 1387. 89. If that |
may, as far as lies in my power (to do as | please); a common expletive phrase, of no great force. 90. Of, as to,
with regard to. Doon, accomplish it. 92. Pierides; Tyrwhitt rightly says--He rather means, | think, the daughters
of Pierus, that contended with the Muses, and were changed into pies; Ovid, Metam. bk. v. Yet the expression is
not wrong; it signifies-- | do not wish to be likened to those would-be Muses, the Pierides; in other words, | do not
set myself up as worthy to be considered a poet. 93. Metamorphoseos. It was common to cite books thus by a
title in the genitive case, since the word Liber was understood. There is, however, a slight error in the
substitution of the singular for the plural; the true title being P. Ovidii Nasonis Metamorphoseon Libri
Quindecim. See the use of Eneydos in the Nonne Prestes Tale, 1. 538; and of Judicum in Monk. Ta. 3236. 94. But,
nevertheless, | care not a bean. Cf. 1. 4004 below. 95. With hawe bake, with plain fare, as Dr. Morris explains it; it
obviously means something of a humble character, unsuited for a refined taste. This was left unexplained by
Tyrwhitt, but we may fairly translate it literally by with a baked haw, i. e. something that could just be eaten by
a very hungry person. The expression...
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