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TEACHING FIRST: A GUIDE FOR NEW MATHEMATICIANS

Mathematical Association of America. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Teaching First: A Guide
for New Mathematicians, Thomas W. Rishel, This text is written for the mathematics teaching assistants or
young faculty members who may be wondering just where and how to start. Rishel opens the eyes of the reader
to pitfalls they may never have considered, and o>ers advice for balancing an obligation to the student with an
obligation to mathematics. Throughout, he provides answers to seemingly daunting questions shared by most
new TAs, such as how to keep a classroom active and lively; how to prepare writing assignments, tests, and
quizzes; how exactly to write a letter of recommendation; and how to pace, minute by minute, the
"mathematical talks" one will be called upon to give. This book is Rishel's answer to those who may suggest
that good teaching is innate and cannot be taught. This he emphatically denies, and he insists that solid
teaching starts with oCen overlooked seeming trivialites that one needs to master before exploring theories of
learning. Along the way he also covers the general issues that teachers of all subjects eventually experience:
fairness in grading, professionalism among students and colleagues, identifying and understanding student
types, technology in the classroom. All of the subjects in this book are considered within the context of Rishel's
experience as a mathematics teacher. All are illustrated with anecdotes and suggestions specific to the teaching
of mathematics.
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