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engineering careers takes commitment, work, and inspiration,
all of which the education system is If achievement testing,
supposed to promote. tracking, sexism, and racism in the
classroom, or some combination of these and other factors,
pre-vent success, it is because the system ignores in-dividual
differences in intellectual development and discourages
capable students from becoming scientists and engineers.
Such an outcome would be tragic for the Nation. The science
and engineering talent pool is not fixed either in elementary or
in secondary school. A determined core group is joined by a
swing group of potential converts to science and by late-
bloomers, so that the future supply of stu-Photo credit:
Lawrence Hall of Science dents who will take degrees in science
and engi-Schools need to adjust to an increasing proportion
neering is not determined solely by the size and...
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