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indexed. Not illustrated. 1743 Excerpt: .firft-born, the firft that opened the womb, with fo extraordinary
characters, that as the firft-born amongft Men was to be holy to the Lord, and to officiate zsPrie/t, or
Interceffor, the firft-born among bcafts were alfo to be holy to the Lord, to be offered to him, if clean; if
unclean, to be ranfomed. Who, then, can doubt that the prerogative of Priesthood was annexed tothefoft-born,
to keep in mind, and to point forth, that the great InterCessor was to be a firft-born; and that the firft-born, in
every family, were chofenfor the Priesthood, as fo many Types, or Jjmolzcal reptefcntznons of him. At the firft
peopling, and, afterwards, at the repeopling of the earth, when men began to fpread, and fcparate into new
fettlements, it was ncccffary to keep up the fervice of God, and the knowledge of his Revelation, by the
eftablifhed Symbols, to have a Prieft who could fried Blood, and make atonement, in every family. And it fcems
certain every family had its frieft (the firft-born its holy things, and all the appurtenances of religious fervice.
When ambition joined many families into common-wealths, or kingdoms, and human prudence would make
laws, this right of Priesthood could not fail to come under fome regulations, different from the original
Institution; tho , for the firft ages of the world, it remained ftill in the higheft eftcem. When men, from their vain
imaginations, began to miftake, or mifintcrpret, the original Revelation, and to devife new...
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